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B y  GEORGE J. REED
Chairman, Youth Corrections 
U .S . Board of Parole 
Washington, D.C.
O U R  W O R L D  T O D A Y  is d iv ided  in to  two camps. T h e  one holds th a t  the sta te  is suprem e  a n d  the  e n d  jus t i f ied  the  means to accom plish  th a t  end. T h e  o th e r  ho lds  th a t  the  in d iv id u a l  has d ignity  a n d  th a t  the state exists p r im ar i ly  fo r  the  p u rp o se  of serving the  needs of people. T h e  ph ilo sophy  of the  c o m m u n is t  
w orld  is based u p o n  the  beliefs of L en in ,  w ho  t a u g h t  a n d  espoused  
a godless society. O u r  W es te rn  civ il ization  was fo u n d e d  by G o d ­
fearing  m e n  who took the ir  basic concepts of life, l iberty , a n d  
equali ty  f rom  the  teachings of o u r  religious ins t i tu t ions .
O u r  know-how in  the ind u s tr ia l  w orld  has t a u g h t  us to  p ro d uc e  
m ore  au tom obiles ,  w ash ing  m achines, a n d  electrical gadgets  th a n  
seemed possible even a few years ago. A m ericans  a n d  th e ir  s ta n d a rd  
of living, inc lu d ing  the lab o r in g  m an ,  are the  envy of the  peoples of 
the  world. I n  two w orld  wars, this coun try  has p ro v ed  itself as a 
m il i ta ry  power. Yes! W e have strengths, b u t  w h a t  of o u r  weakness?
T h e  hom e is chang ing  from  a closely kn it ,  self-sufficient u n i t  
w here  love a n d  affection exist, to a very loosely o rganized , im ­
personal, self-serving g roup. M others  have forsaken the  firesides 
of th e ir  homes a n d  have chosen o r  been  forced to go in to  the  corn- 
lab o r  m arkets .  B roken  homes, separa t ion ,  a n d  d ivorce are 
gnaw ing  away a t  the very vitals of o u r  basic u n i t  of society, the hom e.
C rim e a n d  juven i le  de l inquency  are merely  an  e n d  p ro d u c t  of a 
3* « c k  society. T h e  Gluecks of H a rv a rd  University ,  in th e ir  research 
I fS n to  the  causes of juven ile  del inquency , pass over m ost  of  the  ca tch ­
all phrases th a t  writers in  the  field have used for so long, a n d  p o in t  
s tra igh t  to the lack of love a n d  affection in  the  hom e, to the  need  
for suppor t ive  gu idance  a n d  con tro l  of yo u th  d u r in g  th e ir  fo rm a­
tive years.
In  the  past few years, we have seen a g rea t  u p su rg e  of revival 
a n d  re tu rn  to re lig ion  th r o u g h o u t  A m erica  a n d  o th e r  pa r ts  of the 
wbiTd. O u r  ow n them e for this q u a d r e n n iu m  is “C rusade  fo r  Souls 
N ow .” T h is  is the  real challenge to the C h u rc h  in  t ro u b le d  times 
such as we are l iv ing  in  today.
Even m e n  in  conflict w ith  society’s rules a re  n o t  in te re s ted  in  a 
theory  o r  a theology, b u t  they are vitally in te rested  in  m a k in g  con- 
w ith  a pow er th a t  is g rea te r  th a n  the ir  p rob lem s  a n d  themselves, 
are  no t  too  in terested  in philosophy, ch u rch  dogm a, o r  his- 
b u t  they are  anx ious  to f in d  o u t  for themselves th a t  “ G o d  is
I t  is impossible  to legislate o r  educa te  love a n d  affection  in to  
the  hearts  of paren ts .  H u sb a n d s  a n d  wives w ho  have d r i f te d  in to  
tal t ro ub le  canno t,  w i th o u t  help , regain  the ir  first love a n d  
thus  re-establish a hom e based u p o n  love a n d  m u tu a l  respect.
T r u e  democracy a n d  freedom  can be m a de  secure w i th in  the 
ind iv idua l ,  the hom e, a n d  o u r  beloved coun try  if the  C h u rc h  re ­
m ains  t rue  to its p r im ary  message of love. T h e  C h u rc h  m u s t  n o t  
only  teach a love gospel; it m us t  p ractice an  active a n d  d ynam ic  
love exam ple  for all the w orld  to follow. T h is  is the  t ru e  mission 
of the  C hurch .
The MISSION
of -Hne 
CHURCH
A N  U N D E R S T A N D I N G  
of the purpose  of C h r i s t ’s com ing  is the clearest 
ins igh t  to the  mission  of the C h urch .  T h e y  are 
one a n d  inseparab le .  T h a t  w h ich  H e  in i t ia te d  the 
C h u rc h  is designed  to p e rp e tu a te .
T h e  p u rpose  of C h r i s t ’s corning is set fo r th  in 
H is  p rayer  reco rded  in the  seven teen th  ch a p te r  of 
St. J o h n .
H is  com ing  was a m a n ifes ta t ion  of God. H e  
said, “1 have m a n ifes ted  thy n am e u n to  the  m en  
w hich thou  gavest m e o u t  of the  w orld ,” and , “ I 
have g lo rif ied  thee on  the e a r th .”
I t  is also the  mission of the  C h u rch  to provide  
for the  w orld  a m an ifes ta t ion  of God. Chris t  is 
the  H e a d  of the  C h u rch  a n d  the  Saviour of the 
body. T h e  body  w i th o u t  the h ead  is lifeless, b u t  
the head  w i th o u t  the body has no  m e d iu m  of ex ­
pression. T o  be q u a li f ied  for the m an ifes ta t ion  of 
G od, the  C h u rc h  m us t  m a in ta in  a sc r ip tu ra l  sepa­
ra t ion  from  the world. Jesus said of 
H is  disciples, “T h e y  are no t  
of the  world, even as
the w orld .” T h e i r  separa t ion  was by sp ir i tua l  
t ran s fo rm a tion  a n d  elevation. T h e y  were delivered 
f rom  the sensualism a n d  secularism of the world. 
T h e y  were the  light of the world. “A city tha t  
is set on an  hill  can n o t  be h id .”
F u r th e rm o re ,  for the  C h u rch  to glorify G od  on 
the  ear th ,  it m us t  be energized by the  indw elling  
Spiri t  of God. A dherence  to a creed is good b u t  
n o t  good  enough . C onfo rm ity  to a code of ethics 
is essential b u t  inadequa te .  T h e  a l l - im por tan t  con­
sidera tion  is tha t  the C h u rch  shall be “an  h a b i ta ­
t ion  of G od  th ro u g h  the Sp ir i t .” “G od  in the 
m id s t” is the one indispensable. T h e n  shall be 
fulfil led  this w ord  of the Psalmist, 
“O u t  of Zion, the perfection 
of beauty, G od  h a th
In  H is  p rayer  Jesus also m a de  it kn ow n  tha t  H e  
h a d  come to prov ide  salvation. H e said, “ For 
the ir  sakes I sanctify myself, tha t  they also m igh t  
be sanctif ied  th ro u g h  the t r u th ” ; and, “As thou  
has t  sent me in to  the world, even so have 1 also 
sent them  in to  the w orld .” T h e  salvation Jesus 
provides a n d  the C h u rc h  proclaim s offers forgive­
ness of sins, and  “inh e r i tan ce  am on g  them  which 
are  sanctified by fa i th  . . .” It  vouchsafes to us new 
life, for “ if any m a n  be in Christ,  he is a new 
crea tu re .” I t  leads on  to the a b u n d a n t  life, for 
“of his fulness have all we received, a n d  grace for 
grace.”
I t  is this renew ed  life in Chris t  which  d is t in ­
guishes the C h u rch  from all o th e r  ins t i tu t ions  
know n  to man. It is tha t  vital energy of G od  which 
m a in ta in s  the C h u rch  in the  w orld  w i th o u t  being 
of  it.
Such a church  perpe tua te s  itself. It  produces 
leaders. It n u r tu re s  its you th  in C hris t ian  faith
a n d  character . T h e r e  is g en e ra te d  by the  ind w e ll ­
ing  Spiri t  the d rive to evangelize the w hole  world. 
I t  perm eates  the  social o rd e r  like a saving salt. I t  
sets u p  s tandards  of e th ical  co n d uc t  d e m a n d in g  tha t  
m en  “ live soberly, r ighteously ,  a n d  godly, in this 
p resen t  w orld .”
T h is  new  sp ir i tua l  race of “ the  called  o u t ” will 
n o t  establish a un iversal  K ing d o m  of r ighteousness 
a n d  peace u p o n  the  ea r th ;  b u t  it  will  m ake  the 
w orld  m ore  aw are of God, H is  law a n d  grace. O u t  
of each “u n to w a rd  g e n e ra t io n ” shall  be ga the red  
an  in n u m e ra b le  com pany  w ho  shall be the  answer 
to this p rayer  of Christ :  “ Fa ther ,  I will  th a t  they 
also . . .  be w ith  me w here  I am ; th a t  they may 
beho ld  my glory.”
For th e  B oard of G eneral S u p erin ten d en ts
The C hurch
/ is *  i s  fe,.
x 3fT T x
T H E  C H U R C H  O F T H E  N A Z A R E N E  has h a d  its 
developm ent d u r in g  the first half  of the tw en tie th  
century. T h e  d en o m in a t io n a l  b ir th  date  is O ctober  
13, 1908, w hen  the u n i t in g  G enera l  Assembly was 
h e ld  at P ilo t  Po in t,  Texas. It  was here tha t  g roups 
of people believing in the theological v iew poin t  of 
J o h n  Wesley rep resen ting  the East (New E n g l a n d ) , 
the W est (C a l i fo rn ia ) , an d  the Sou th  (Tennessee, 
Texas,  a n d  O k lahom a) were un ited .
Since tha t  m eager beg inn ing  in  1908 w ith  only 
228 churches a n d  10,000 members, G od  has blessed 
the m in istry  of the C h u rc h  of the N azarene u n t i l  in  
1954 we have 4,198 established churches a n d  a  m e m ­
bersh ip  of 269,330.
T h e  year 1954 has been charac ter ized  by an  in ­
creasing concern  for w inn ing  m en  to Chris t  an d  
has resu l ted  in substan t ia l  growth. 
O u r  yearly statistics reveal solid 
ach ievem ent for w hich  we 
give h u m b le  thanks to God.
C h u rch  m em bersh ip  
increased 4.1 per cent 
d u r in g  the year 
"with a net increase
of 11,205 persons.
T h e re  were 179 new churches 
organized. T h is  m eans tha t  a new C h u rc h  
of the N azarene was com m issioned  every 50 hours. 
O u r  Sunday-school e n ro l lm e n t  now  stands a t  573,- 
593 pupils , an  increase of 36,528 for the year. T h is  
gives us a Sunday-school e n ro l lm e n t  m ore  tha n  
twice the  chu rch  m em bersh ip .  T h e  N azarene 
Y oung P eop le ’s Society has a to ta l  m e m b e rsh ip  of 
84,558, w hich  is a 4 per  cen t increase over last year. 
T h e  N azarene Foreign M issionary Society n u m b ers  
109,999, an  8.5 per cen t ga in  over the year 1953.
Despite the severe d ro u g h t  in  several g rea t  ag ri­
c u l tu ra l  states of the na t ion ,  o u r  finances have been 
good  in  1954. A n  a m o u n t  of $33,485,435.00 was 
given for all purposes, an  increase of 9.6 p e r  cen t 
over the  previous year. T h is  b rings  o u r  p e r  cap ita  
giv ing for all purposes  to a n  all-time h ig h  of 
$124.33.
W e gratefu lly  acknow ledge o u r  d e p en d en ce  u p o n  
G od  a n d  Seek His gu idance  as we p resen t  the  gospel 
of Chris t  to the  na tions  of the world.
B y S. T. LUDW IG
General Secretary, Church of the Nazarene
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Ml
CHURCH
i. i t o / m !
H ,  ■"t i 1 1 1
" T H E  N E W  B U I L D I N G
for the K ei/e r  home-missions c h in c h  is now ready 
for use. All who are in terested  in he lp ing  this 
w ork become an  established chu rch  are invited  to 
m eet w ith  the  pastor, Rev. J. L. Van Arsdel, after  
the service this m o rn in g  in the basem ent of this 
ch u rch .”
T h is  u n u su a l  a n n o u n c e m e n t  was m ade  from the 
p u lp i t  of the First C h u rc h  of the N azarene  of 
Salem, O regon , one D ecem ber Sunday  in 1950. 
A n o th e r  new C h u rc h  of the  N azarene  was ab o u t  
to be organized. Its story is typical of churches 
now being s ta r ted  a t  the rate  of one every fifty 
hours  in a c o m m u n io n  tha t  has increased from  
5,150 churches  to 9,200 churches in the past n ine  
years. It  is typical in tha t  it req u i red  vision, sacri­
fice. co-operation , a n d  h a rd  work to b ring  it to 
realization. Vet it is d is t inc tive  a n d  d ifferen t,  for 
every new c h u rch  has its own story of g row th  and  
success.
Some Nazarenes w ho  lived in the  Keizer area 
had desired for some tim e to have a chu rch  in 
the ir  own n e ighborhood .  Everybody a t  Salem I-'irst 
C h u rch  he lpe d  to m ake the new ch u rch  possible. 
Mr. D avid  Friesen was ch a i rm a n  of the  b u i ld in g  
committee. Some of the m en  d o n a te d  t im e in the 
construc tion  of the  new bu ild ing ,  a concrete-block 
chapel w ith  a four-room a p a r tm e n t  in the rea r  for 
the pastor 's  living quarte rs .  An offering  of $1,14-1.00 
was given for the  project.  T h e  m e n ’s fellowship 
gave $235.00. T h e  pastor, Rev. O rv ille  [enkins, 
and  his successor, Rev. E ugene  L. Stowe, gave e n ­
couragem ent a n d  advice. T w en ty -e igh t  m em bers  
t ransferred  f rom  First C h u rch  to the Keizer C h u rch  
when the la t te r  was officially organized  by District
B y  ALPIN P. BOWES
Office Secretary
The Department of Home Missions and Evangelism
S u p e r in te n d e n t  W. W. Hess. T h e  dis tr ic t  also 
helped, giving $2,000.00 towards the bu ild ing . T h is  
m a tched  a s im ila r  a m o u n t  raised by the new' co n ­
gregation.
T h e  young church  has now grown to a m e m b e r­
sh ip  of sixty-four. From  the time of its o ganiza- 
t ion  it has assumed the full su p p o r t  of its pastor 
a n d  carr ied  a small m ortgage on its bu ild ing . I t  
has grown o u t  of its first bu ild ing  an d  an annex  
has been added. Eleven new m em bers  were re­
ceived in to  the church  last year. Rev. David  L. 
Blum  is the present pastor.
How does a small home-missions church  grow? 
For the Keizer C h u rch  the answer has been th rou g h  
the Sunday  school an d  vis ita tion  evangelism. Pas­
tor a n d  laymen have called extensively on  contacts 
the chu rch  has m ade  a n d  at new homes in tha t  
area.
T h e  N ebri ja  family is an exam ple  of the he lpfu l  
inf luence of this church . Mr. an d  Mrs. N eb r i ja  an d  
the ir  son, d au g h te r ,  a n d  son-in-law, L eR oy Greg- 
son, were b ro u gh t  to Chris t  th rou g h  the ministry  
of the church. T h e i r  lives an d  hom e were trans­
form ed w hen  they became Christians, an d  they 
have en te red  actively in to  the work of the  church  
a n d  its departm en ts .
T h e  interests of the Keizer C h u rch  have ex ­
tended  far beyond its own com m unity .  Last year 
the church  gave over $1,000.00 for missions, ou t  of 
a total giving of $0,519.00. T h e  congregation  is 
now raising a fu n d  for a new parsonage.
T h e  p resen t d istric t su pe r in ten d en t  of the O re ­
gon Pacific District, Rev. W. I). M cGraw, Jr., is 
justly p ro u d  of the  Salem Keizer C h u rch  of the 
Nazarene.
Rev. David L. Blum, the pastor, greets Mrs. M. Rehfuss, one of the charter members of the Keizer Church. In the center is Mr. LeRoy Gregson, one of the converts of the church.
The Keizer Church, Salem, Oregon
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B y
PAU L
MARTIN
Nazarene
Evangelist
T h e  bui lder  l i f ted his old gray head.
“Good  f riend,  in the path I have come ,’’ he said,  
“Th er e  fol loweth af ter me today  
A you th  whose feet  must  pass this way. . . .
He ,  too, must  cross in the twi l ight  d im;
Good f riend,  I  am bu i ld ing  the bridge for h im .” 
( W i l l  A l l k n  D r o m c .o o l f )
MY C H U R C H  IS N O T  O L I ) - i t  has yet to h i t  
its s tr ide—an d  it is n o t  g ray—it is colorful, en e r ­
getic, a n d  full of promise. B u t my church  is a 
bu ilder,  a bridge bu ilder.  It  gladly accepts the 
privilege an d  responsib il i ty  of t ra in ing  its young  
folk for a b u n d a n t  living and  soul w inn ing . I t  longs 
to he lp  them  span the tides of m odern ism  an d  
m ateria lism ; it poin ts the way th rough  the haze 
of theories to the light of tru th .
T h e  chu rch  accepts this responsib il i ty  gladly. 
T h a t  is why, like m o n u m e n ts  of faith, colleges, 
Bible schools, C h r is t ian  day schools—u n d e r  the 
sponsorship  of the C h u rch  of the N azaren e—dot 
the w orld  in strategic locations. T h a t  is why 
earnest, ta len ted  men an d  women, w ith  degrees 
of learn ing  am ong the best, give the ir  lives and  
tra in ing  to Nazarene colleges a n d  schools. T h a t  
is why every C hurch  of the Nazarene accepts as a 
p a r t  erf its f inancia l  load a budget  for the school.
THE CHURCH SPEAKS from
Back of till the p la n n in g  for new school b u i ld ­
ings, for increased e n ro l lm en t ,  for f ine r  facilities, 
a n d  h igher  educa t iona l  s ta nd a rds  for o u r  schools, 
arc three  basic principles:
1. W e w an t  o u r  young  folk deeply  ro o te d  in 
Christ. W e know  tha t  " e d u ca t ion  a n d  evangelism  
belong toge ther .’’ It  is no t  en o u gh  sim ply  to study 
ab o u t  the W esleyan revival, the  holiness revivals 
of the1 n ine teen  h u nd reds ;  it is no t  e n o u g h  to h ea r  
how C o d  m oved  in days gone by. W e owe it to 
ou r  young folk to have revival times today. C a m p u s  
revivals, times of blessing, H oly  G host  convic tion, 
unusua l  a n d  d ra m a tic  answers to p rayer  arc  a 
regu la r  p a r t  of school l ife—an d  we w an t  it th a t  way!
2. W e w an t  o u r  young  peop le  to be u n d e r  the 
in f luence of t ra ined ,  sp ir i tu a l  m en  a n d  wom en. 
M uch of the distress of to d a y ’s ch i ld ren  is tha t  
the ir  heroes and  hero ines a re  lustfu l,  d ru n k e n ,  an d  
careless. In this critical t im e w hen  a boy needs 
a m an  to tie to, a he ro  to fo llow in the  fight, we 
must give h im  the  best eve can find: God-called  
university  scholars, whose b ra ins  are c lear an d  
whose hearts  b u rn  in love to God.
3. W e are  ge t t ing  o u r  young  folk ready  to live; 
ready to live s tra igh t  in a c rooked  w orld ,  clean 
in a d ir ty  world, holy in a w orld  th a t  is greedy, 
selfish, an d  hatefu l.  W e w an t  the tools of life 
razor-sharp—an agile m in d ,  a s trong body, a ra d ia n t  
personali ty , a will to serve. N o t  as d u m b  sheep, 
w ho tu rn  the ir  backs to the setting  sun, b u t  "like 
p ilg rim s w ho  journey  from  the L a n d  of N ow here  
to the L a n d  of Som ew here ,” they go fo r th  w ith  
the gleam of the  holy life in the ir  eyes. R eady  
to live-, ready to die, ready to win, to serve, an d  
to be spent!
l i f f k
f f c l iiffifUfihl
K D j i U i ' i i a t
SBHSSTa
I THANK GOD an d m y paren ts fo r bringing m e in to  the C hurch of the 
N azarene w h en  I w as three years of age. It taught m e abou t Jesu s and  
H is love  and gave m e instructions from  the “Book of L ife .” Thus m y  heart 
was prepared for the tw o “crisis experiences” before I w as tw en ty-on e years  
of age. A s  a  young m an, I fought m an y a sp iritu a l ba ttle  and 1 thank the  
church for her tim ely  devotional program s. Through these I w as helped  at crucial m om ents, w hen G od could get a chance to step  in  and d e liver  me.
God called m e to preach and the church k in d ly  le t m e serve  the L ord  
through her. F orty-six  years have gone b y  and the church is s till help ing  
m e and opening larger fields of service. 1 knoiv from  experience th a t the  JL 
church w hich helped me w ill also help m y  children. Thank G od fo r  fhe_L_4 Jz 
■ Church of the N azarene. Sam uel J. Bhujbal, D istric t S u perin tenden t
B uldana, B erar
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m et a p a t te rn  m a ke r  in  a factory today. Since then  I have been  th in k in g  ab o u t  
the  raw  m a te r ia l—th a t  stuff which we call life—from  which vessels of h o no r  
or d ish o n o r  are fash ioned  to bless o r  curse the world. I ’ve stood before the a l ta r  
scores of times a n d  taken  a lit t le  b u n d le  of life in my arm s an d  prayed  a ded i­
cation  prayer, asking Clod to m ake th a t  in fa n t  a channe l  of blessing to a needy world. Yet 
I am  sure th a t  those prayers w o tdd  be answ ered far m ore  often  if the  church  a n d  the 
hom e w ou ld  jo in  h ands  as p a t te rn  makers to give gu idance  an d  encou ragem en t  to tha t  lit t le 
life.
P e rhaps  the  passing of t im e has changed  some things, b u t  I 've been do in g  a l itt le  re ­
flecting  on the past. T h e  fa i thfu l  pastors a n d  evangelists who filled the p u lp i t  procla im ed  
the whole counsel of Clod w ith  such zeal a n d  unc tion  tha t  from my earliest recollection 
my ears t ing led  w ith  the “T h u s  saith  the L o rd ” q uo ta t ions .  T h e  ferven t  prayers an d  joy­
ous songs along  w ith  l ibera l g iv ing  an d  shouts of victory from  consecrated  laymen have 
spoiled me forever for any p ro g ram  tha t  is off center, w he the r  it lie r igid  form alism  or rab id  
fanatic ism . T h e  chu rch  set a p a t te rn  back there when I was still dang ling  my feet off the 
th i rd  pew from the front.
I know  tha t  the chu rch  a n d  the hom e are two d is t inc t  units , b u t  it's been a b it  d iff i ­
cult for me to ad ju s t  to tha t  idea. T h e r e  was the same spiri t  in b o th  places. T h e re  were 
songs an d  prayers a n d  testimonies an d  a l ta r  services a n d  shou ting  in bo th  places. (Come 
now  to th in k  of it. 1 d o n 't  believe they passed the offering plates at home.) Saying 
grace at the  tab le  was advocated  by the church , so it becam e a p a r t  of every meal. Family 
devotions were in line with  the e x h o r ta t io n  of the church , so tha t  teas taken on too. 
As far back as 1 can rem em ber ,  we had  family prayers three times a clay. Dad always read 
the l l ib le  a n d  prayed  first; then  M oth er  w o u ld  follow, an d  from the oldest ch ild  to the 
youngest eve took o u r  tu rn .  A fellow co u ld n ' t  get far off the track betw een  breakfast 
a n d  d in n e r .  Before each of the n ine  ch i ld ren  reached  the age of n ine  years he had  found  
the L o rd  as his Saviour a t  the family altar . If some ex trem e  c ircum stance p reven ted  ou r  
go ing to church , we always had  Sunday  school at home. W e ranged  in age from the 
C rad le  R o l l  to the a d u l t  Bible class. D ad  w ou ld  teach the lesson from  the A d u l t  Quar­
terly,  b u t  w hen  he got th rou g h  he had  m ade g raded  m a te r ia l  ou t  of it so we could  all u n ­
derstand.
Scattered  across the  coun try  today are two m in isters  a n d  seven laymen who, w ith  the ir  
wives a n d  hu sb an d s  a n d  ch i ld ren  of the coming genera t ion ,  are all Chris t ians and  workers 
in the  vineyard. T h e  church  an d  the  hom e jo in ed  hands  in m aking  the pa t te rn .
Nine people bless the world because
B y  LLOYD B. BYRON
Superintendent, North Carolina D istrict
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organized C hris t ian  fellowship—will m ost ade­
qua te ly  m eet the w o r ld ’s needs today? T h e  answer 
to this ques tion  is suggested in Eph. 5:25-27. T h e re  
the Apostle Pau l  writes of the C hurch ,  which 
Chris t  loved a n d  gave him self for on the cross of 
Calvary.
In  those verses Paul  m ade  p u r i ty  essential: ‘‘w i th ­
ou t  spot . . . holy .” Holiness m ust  he the hear t  
of the C h u rc h ’s message, the end  objective of its 
mission. Holiness w ro u gh t  by the Holy Spirit, 
holiness basic in every motive, holiness p a r t  and  
parcel of daily life—this is the  cen ter  of the gospel, 
a n d  this m us t  be its im pact at its c ircumference. 
Cleansed from all sin, washed w h ite r  th a n  snowl
G o d ’s C h u rch  is healthy, or as Paul  ph rased  it, 
“w ith o u t  b lem ish .” H ea l th  exists w hen  each p a r t  
of the body  functions na tura lly ,  w here there is 
no blemish. W h en  each m e m b e r  of the chu rch  
acts in no rm al fashion, w he the r  as an ear, an  eye, 
a hand ,  or a foot; when all parts  work  in p ro p e r  
co-ordination, we have a hea l thy  church. H e a l th  
is im p a ired  w hen  any m e m b er  ceases to w ork  in 
h arm ony; then  there  is blemish.
H ea l th  shows itself in vigor, sparkle, energy, 
active pa r t ic ip a t ion  in the p rogram  of the church, 
in vital interest  in its total mission.
Youthfulness m ust  qu icken  the C h u rch  today, 
“ not hav ing  . . . w rinkle, o r any such th in g .” N o  
chu rch  whose mission has been accomplished, no
church  venerab ly  w rin k led  w ith  h is tory  b u t  d is ­
sociated from  today ’s scream ing  needs, no  chu rch  
aged w ith  b u rd en s  b o rn e  a n d  ba t tles  fough t  an d  
w ork all done  can m ee t  the responsib ili ties  im ­
plicit  in the  s i tu a t io n  facing the  C h u rch  today. 
T o d a y  has its fears, its cynicism, its disillusion- 
m ents;  b u t  today also has its h id d e n  longings, its 
hes i tan t  questings, its stifled hungers .  T h e  chu rch  
tha t  can m eet  such cond it ions  h ead  on an d  t ran s ­
form  the m  is the  ch u rch  y o u th fu l  in en thusiasm , 
youth fu l  in c ru sad ing  passion, y o u th fu l  in  a love- 
im pelled  m in is try  to h u m a n  needs. F or  such a 
church , the  best is yet to be; a n d  tha t  them es 
its you th fu l  ra lly ing  cry.
T h e  C h u rch  fu lf i l l ing  G o d ’s p a t te rn  is also a 
“glorious ch u rch .” I t  is g lorious in  beau ty :  the 
beau ty  of s trength , of courage, of fa ith ,  of e n ­
durance . G lor ious  in those d iv ine  v is i ta tions tha t  
b r in g  refreshing  to every min istry , every service, 
every activity! G lor ious  in  the Spir i t  of G o d  co n ­
victing, t ransfo rm ing ,  sanctifying, com pelling! 
G lor ious  in conquest;  a d y nam ic  host, a sp ir i tu a l  
pow er w ith  which to reckon, “ te rr ib le  as an  arm y 
w ith  b a n n e rs” ! A n d  w hatever  the obstacles or 
opposit ion ,  a c o n q u e r in g  church :  “T h e  gates of 
hell shall n o t  prevail  against  i t ” !
T h e r e  is the  A p o st le ’s pen  p ic tu re  of G o d ’s 
C hurch :  pure, healthy , you th fu l ,  g lo r ious—the
C h u rch  the w orld  needs today! G od  g ra n t  to each 
of us a place in its ranks.
THE CHURCH SPEAKS from
^THE CHURCH OF THE NAZARENE delivered  me from  paganism  and  
' id o la try  through the gospel m essage. This w as a fter  1 had sin cere ly  tr ied  
m y old religion  and found th a t it  could not bring peace to m y  soul nor rest 
to m y  conscience. A tten d in g  the preaching services a t the N azarene chapel, 
I found m yself u n der real conviction and cried  to  the L ord . He sa ved  me 
a t fifteen years of age and brought peace to m y  heart for the first tim e in  
m y life. The Church of the N azarene gave m e the op po rtu n ity  to  have  
an inheritance am ong those who are sanctified by  fa ith  th a t is  in  Jesus  Christ. 1 w as sanctified w hile a stu dent a t the B ible In stitu te  in  Coban.
I Finally, I am  a deb tor to  the Church of the N azarene for m aking i t  possible  
, for me to w ork  for the L ord here in  m y  beloved G uatem ala. I am  in deed  \ gra tefu l for the m an y kindnesses shown m e b y  the good N azarene m ission- 
jaries; I love them  and 1 w ant to  go to  heaven  w ith  them  (A c ts  27:17-18).
Guillerm o D. Paau, N a tive  W orker
 _
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£ a r l y  i n  m y  m i n i s t r y
I was called to conduc t  a m e e t in g  in  a ru ra l  com ­
m unity . A small g ro u p  of C h ris t ian  farm ers  who 
had  a passion for lost soids asked m e  to come. 
T h ey  were p e rm it te d  to h o ld  the m e e t in g  in  a 
small, one-room  ch u rch  bu ild in g .  I t  was ow ned 
by one of the  la rge r  den o m in a tio n s ,  a n d  the  pastor 
was on  his vacation . As I rem em ber ,  the re  was
T h e r e  was far too  lit t le  C hr is t ian  u n ity  in tha t  
c o m m u n ity  w hen  the m ee t ing  began, b u t  it was 
defin ite ly  s treng thened  by the revival. W h a t  was 
needed  was n o t  tha t  those local churches rep re ­
sen ting  two of the larger d e n o m in a tio n s  should  
u n i te  an d  each give u p  m ore  or less of its ind iv id ­
ual beliefs. It  was only essential tha t  the ir  m e m ­
bers get en o u gh  of the sp iri t  of Chris t  to be w ill ing  
to w ork toge ther  w hen  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  was offered.
only one o th e r  ch u rch  in tha t  com m unity .  T hose  
who b e longed  to o r  a t te n d e d  it were very m u ch  
p re ju d iced  against  the people  a n d  beliefs of the 
church  w here  the m e e t in g  was being conduc ted . 
At first, they boycotted  the revival a n d  d id  all 
they cou ld  to p rev en t  th e ir  relatives from  coming. 
T h ey  d id  this chiefly because they associated the 
m e e t in g  w ith  the  ch u rch  to w hich  the b u i ld in g  
belonged.
As the  two-week m e e t in g  progressed a n d  G od  
began  to bless, feelings ra n  high. M any of the 
young  peop le  a n d  some of the o lde r  m em bers  of 
the  second chu rch  began to be som ew hat in terested  
in the  services, b u t  th e ir  a t te n d a n c e  was still 
s trenuously  opposed  by a few of the ir  leaders. I 
saw the peril  of the  s i tua t ion ,  as d id  those w ho had  
inv ited  me the re  for the  meeting .
O n  Sa tu rday  n ig h t  a f te r  the m ee t ing  h a d  been  
going on for nearly  a week, 1 felt especially led 
to tlo so m eth in g  ab o u t  the  deadlock. 1 publicly  
s ta ted  tha t  if people  had  e i the r  re ligion  or sense 
they w ould  not be so n a rro w  a n d  p re ju d iced  as 
to oppose a t ten dan ce  at a revival m eeting  merely 
because it was be ing  held  in a chu rch  of an o th e r  
d e n o m in a t io n .  1 p roved  my p o in t  by telling of 
m em bers  of churches of th a t  second d en o m in a t io n  
who d id n ' t  have m uch  religion b u t  were well e d u ­
cated a n d  yet d id n ’t l im it  re lig ion  to the ir  d e n o m i­
na t ion .  T h e n  I to ld  of some in my hom e tow n 
who be longed  to this second d e n o m in a t io n  who 
d id n ' t  have m uch  ed u c a t io n  b u t  they d id  have 
g enu ine  religion , a n d  they d id n ' t  claim tha t  the ir  
g ro u p  a lone h a d  religion. I was q u i te  yo un g  then  
an d  my message was p e rh ap s  unwise, bu t  it got 
a ro u n d  a n d  b r o u g h t  results. T h e  m idd le  wall of 
p a r t i t io n  was b ro k en  dow n  between the two 
churches to such an  e x te n t  tha t  d u r in g  the nex t  
week q u i te  a few of the unsaved  who a t te n d e d  
the second ch u rch  n o t  only came to the services 
b u t  also to the a l ta r  an d  were b o rn  attain.
C hris t ian  un ity  is no t  a church , ex terna l ,  o r o r­
ganiza tional  m a tte r .  It  is not an  ou tw ard  uni- 
formity; it is a com m on, inw ard , sp ir i tua l  devotion  
to Christ  as L o rd  a n d  Master. W e d o n ’t need a 
super-church  in the sense of a visible a n d  all- 
inclusive organiza tion  which tends to reg im en t its 
m em bers  in belief, r i tua l ,  and  action.
Jesus p rayed  tha t  His disciples m igh t  be one, 
bu t  the p a t te rn  of tha t  un ity  was to be the  oneness 
w hich  exists between H im  an d  His Fa ther.  T h is  
un ity  is certa in ly  no t  physical o r m ate ria l .  I t  is 
sp ir i tua l  a n d  invisible. O f course, C hr is t ian  u n ity  
will get ou t  on the g ro u p  which possesses it. It  
will m anifest  itself in love, fellowship, a n d  in  a 
com m on  in terest  in b r ing ing  m en  to Christ.
T h e  purpose  ol this C hr is t ian  unity ,  as Jesus 
says in His g rea t  prayer, is th a t  the w orld  may be­
lieve. F a ith  in Jesus Christ  as o n e ’s personal 
Saviour is the basic p r inc ip le  of C hr is t ian  unity. 
A n d  as it develops it is s treng thened  by fellowship, 
consecration, an d  the ab id ing  pow er of the Holy  
Ghost.
“ N e i th e r  pray 1 for these alone, b u t  for them  
also which shall believe on me th rou g h  th e ir  word; 
tha t  they all may be one; as thou , Fa ther,  a r t  in 
me, a n d  I in thee, tha t  they also may be one in us: 
tha t  the  w orld  may believe tha t  thou  hast sent me. 
A nd  the glory which thou  gavest me 1 have given 
them ; tha t  they may be one, even as we are one; 
1 in them, an d  thou  in me, tha t  they may be m ade 
perfect in one; an d  tha t the world 
may know  tha t  thou hast sent me, 
an d  hast loved them, as thou  
hast loved m e ” (John  17:20-23).
by S T E P H E N  S .  W H I T E ,  Editor
MARCH 9, 1955
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The Sunday School Brings Them In
W e  were s tand ing  outs ide o u r  cabin , T o m m y  
a n d  1, looking th rou g h  the boughs of the beauti-  
ful green pines. I rem arked , “T o m m y, w o u ld n ’t 
it be w onderfu l  if we had  this just outs ide of O k la ­
hom a City, so tha t  we could  go ou t  a n d  enjoy 
it every day or so?’’
T o m m y  was silent for a m in u te  an d  then  to my 
surprise he exclaimed, “Oh, I d o n ' t  know. N o th in g  
m eans m uch  to me b u t  o u r  ch u rch .”
r o n n n y  came from  an u n c h u rc h e d  hom e. H e 
became in terested  in Sunday  school th rou g h  the 
ch i ld ren  of a ne ighboring  family. T h is  family
had been rec ru i ted  to the chu rch  by a m a n  w ho 
for sixteen years had  m ade it his business to b r ing  
in people to the  Sunday  school. T h e  c h u rch  h a d  
taken first p lace in T o m m y ’s life because of the  
Sunday  school  through  which  he icas reached.
An air  view of the  new In te rn a t io n a l  
H ead q u a r te rs  of the  C hurch  of the 
Nazarene  in K ansas  City. Missouri  At 
the top of the  p ic tu re  is the  N azarene  
Theological  S e m in a ry  bu ilding, occu­
pied about  a y e a r  ago and dedicated 
S ep tem ber 2(i. 1954. T he  lower b u i ld ­
ing is the H e ad q u a r te r s  building, oc­
cupied last fall. These buildings su p e r ­
sede the c ram ped  q u a r te r s  fo rm erly  
located at  2940 Troost Avenue. ( Kansas  
Ci ty  S t ar  photo  by S tu d n a)
W hc 
Church 
in the
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The Church Goes Beyond the Sunday School
“O M o th e r ,” she excla im ed, “I ’ve never been  
to such a church . T h e y  have rich  people  an d  
poor peop le  a n d  they all work  toge ther  a n d  are 
so f r iend ly .”
M ost of the  girls in Sally’s teen-age Sunday- 
school class were f rom  h er  ow n n e igh b o rh o o d  b e ­
cause they h a d  been rec ru i ted  by a m a n  a n d  his 
wife who w en t  from  d o or  to d o o r  trying to f ind 
unsaved  a n d  u n c h u rc h e d  ch ild ren ,  young  people, 
a n d  adu lts  for Sunday  school. C onsequen tly  the 
significance of the  feeling of oneness a n d  b e long ­
ing h a d  never been hers in such a w o n de rfu l  way 
u n ti l  tha t  day she first a t te n d e d  the m o rn in g  w o r­
sh ip  service.
Sally will never be the same since she has become  
a part  of  the church  at whose altars  she was saved 
a n d  sanctified.
The S u nday School H elps Fulfill the M ission of
the Church
A n o th e r  had  g row n  u p  in the ch u rch  a n d  had  
been  in a n d  o u t  of it a n d  u p  an d  dow n  in h er  
experience. O n e  n ig h t  she a n d  he r  h u sb a n d  m ade
Left :  D r  M. K im b e r  M o ul­
ton a n d  Mr. Wallace  P a rke r ,  
pas to r  and  sec re ta ry  of the  
M em bersh ip  C o m m ittee  of 
Los Angeles F irs t  Church,  
s tu d y  list of a rea  capta ins  
and  c om pan ies  th ro u g h  which 
they  keep in touch  w i th  m e m ­
bers  and  prospects.  This  is 
the  m o th e r  c h u rc h  of the  de ­
no m ina t ion .  s ta r ted  by Dr. 
P. F. Bresee  in 1895. It now 
has  a m e m b e rsh ip  of 702. 
F o r  the  past  fo u r  ye ars  it has 
been on the  Evangelis t ic  H o n ­
o r  Roll of the  d enom ina t ion .  
Last  y e a r  55 n e w  N aza renes  
w ere  received into  m e m b e r ­
ship. (A lan  Bresee  photo)
Left :  Rev. M. R. Korody, pas­
tor, and  Mr. G lenn  McClain, 
bu i ld in g  superv isor ,  check the 
b lue p r in ts  fo r  the  complet ion 
of the  c h u rc h  b u i ld in g  at 
Anchorage.  Alaska. Less t h a n  
s ix  ye ars  ago th is  w ork  was 
opened th ro u g h  o u r  overseas 
home-m ission p ro g ram .  Now 
we have  th is  large  a n d  b e a u ­
tiful  c h u rc h  bu i ld ing  and a 
fine parsonage .  T he  church  
is fu l ly  sel f-suppor ting  and  
gives 10 pe r  cent  of its in ­
come for m iss ions a n d  gen­
era l  chu rch  interests .  Last  
y e a r  34 new  m em b e rs  were  
received into  the  church ,  and 
the  S u n d a y  school averaged  
146 in a t tend an ce .  (W a rd  W. 
Wells photo)
the ir  way to the a l t a r  a n d  again  prom ised  God 
tha t  if H e  w ou ld  take them  back they w o u ld  live 
for H im .  B u t  it was d if fe ren t  this time.
Vacation  Bible school began soon a f te r  they 
h a d  f in ished  the t ra in in g  class for new C hris tians  
an d  new  chu rch  m em bers .  She was asked to he lp  
and  accepted  the responsib il i ty  of supervis ing one 
of the  P r im ary  D epartm ents .  A fter she h a d  suc­
cessfully f in ished  this assignment, my p h on e  rang  
an d  she said: “ I ’ve never been  able to live a vic­
tor ious C hris t ian  life. In  fact, I have go tten  in to  
some awful t roub le  in the past. But I w an t  you to 
know  tha t  since I have been really serving the L o rd  
I have never been  so h a p p y  a n d  have d ug  deeper 
sp ir i tua lly  th a n  ever before in  my life.” T h e n  sobs 
surged across the  p h on e  line a n d  betw een  h e r  sobs 
she asked, “Do you suppose I cou ld  have a Sunday- 
school class to teach, now  tha t  vacation  Bible 
school is over?”
She is now  a vic torious C hris t ian , an d  a su pe r­
visor of a new, fast-growing Sunday-school d e p a r t ­
m ent.  Service in the Sunday  school has he lped  
a n o th e r  new C hris t ian  to get established.
Mr. H aro ld  F re e m a n  ( lef t) ,  
t r e a s u r e r  of the  Oskaloosa 
F irs t  C h urch ,  h a nds  a check 
to Rev. Gene E. Phillips,  Iowa 
D is tr ic t  s u p e r in ten d en t ,  while  
the  pasto r.  Rev. T. T. McCord, 
looks on. This  c h u rc h  of 309 
m em b e rs  has  m ad e  an e n v i ­
able  record  of g iving for o th ­
ers  for a n u m b e r  of years.  In 
1954. w h e n  it was necessary
to spend $7,000.00 on its b u i ld ­
ings a n d  indebtedness ,  $15.- 
025.00 o r  37 pe r  cent  of its 
to ta l  giving of $40,629.00 w ent  
fo r d is tr ic t  and  g e n e r a l  
ch u rc h  purposes.  T h a t  y e a r  
$9,760.00 (24 pe r  cent of its 
tota l  g iv ing)  was for genera l  
interests ,  p r im a r i ly  fo r  m is­
sions a n d  world-w ide  e v a n ­
gelism.
MARCH S, 1955 •  11
•  Filling the heart, 
n ot layin g  on hands, 
m akes . . .
A G R E A T  D E A L
is hea rd  in religious circles a b o u t  “apostolic  suc­
cession.” I t  is t a u g h t  tha t  t ru e  succcssorship to the 
apostles is passed on by the  laying on of hands, 
a n d  tha t  this o rd in a t io n  goes back w i th o u t  a b reak  
to the earliest days of the  C hurch . T h u s ,  apostolic 
succession becomes m echanical, hav ing  l it t le  or 
n o th in g  to do  w ith  the charac ter  o r motives of the 
persons involved. Sp ir i tua l  re la t ionsh ip  to Chris t  
comes to d ep en d  on an  ex te rna l  act, ra th e r  th a n  
a n  in te rn a l  work of grace.
T h e  d an g er  of such a belief is tha t ,  once ac­
cepted, the n ex t  step is to believe tha t  sacram ents 
adm in is te red  by one so o rd a ine d  become “saving 
sacram ents.” T o  be bap tized  by a m a n  in  this so- 
called apostolic  succession w ou ld  be like be ing  b a p ­
tized by one of the apostles, or, perhaps if perfect 
consistency is desired, Chris t  himself! T h u s  salva­
t ion  becomes a fo rm al thing, d ep en d en t  only in 
theory on  a p e n i te n t  h e a r t ’s acceptance of Christ. 
T h e  C h urch ,  u n d e r  this belief, consists of those 
bap tized  by m en  who, p resum ably , can trace the ir  
o rd in a t io n  back to the  apostles.
“T h e  C h u rc h ,” however, is a te rm  used  only 
twice in the Gospels—in M att .  16:18 a n d  18:17. 
O n e  of these has n o  possible co n nec t ion  w ith  
apostolic  au tho r i ty .  A careful s tudy  of the  o th e r  
(M att.  16:18) reveals th a t  it was P e te r ’s confes­
sion of fa ith  in his L o rd  th a t  is the rock on  w hich  
the true  C h u rch  is bu il t .  As reg u la r  spokesm an 
for the  en t ire  g ro u p  of disciples, P e ter  a f f irm ed  
the ir  faith  as well as his own. A n y on e  tem p ted  
to believe tha t  this sc r ip tu re  ind icates  th a t  Pe ter  
was a rock himself shou ld  read  verse 2 ‘5, w here  
Jesus calls h im  “Sa tan .” T h o se  w ho  w o u ld  have 
us see Pe ter  as the fo u n d a t io n  of the C h u rc h  c o n ­
veniently  overlook this passage, in w hich  he surely 
does not a p p e a r  to advantage!
T he t ru e  C h u rc h  is b u i l t  on  the “one fo u n d a ­
tion, Jesus C hris t .” M en —even the  greatest , like 
Peter, Paul, L u th e r ,  a n d  Wesley—are inc iden ta l ,  
an d  useful only as they fit in to  C h r i s t ’s p lan .
T h e  t ru e  C h u rc h  is m ade  u p  of “ the called-out 
ones”—all those w ho  have in t rue  r e p e n ta n c e  for­
saken the ir  sins a n d  by the  gracious h e lp  of the 
Holy  Spiri t  have  t ru s ted  in  C hris t  fo r  th e ir  salva­
tion. Generally , such persons arc m em bers  of some 
b ranch  of the organized  church , for they recognize 
the  value of b e ing  associated w ith  o thers  w ho  b e ­
lieve in the  same Lord , a n d  w ho  have  the  same 
goals in C hris t ian  l iv ing  a n d  service. B u t  surely 
n o ne  of us can affirm  tha t  any one  b ra n c h  is the 
whole church , o r  the only church ,  w i th o u t  be ing  
e i the r  conceited  or fanatical .  Any d e n o m in a t io n  
tha t  has w ith in  its m e m b ersh ip  a p rep o n d e ran ce  
of those w ho have given themselves personally  to 
Chris t  ap p ro x im ates  the t rue  C h u rc h  in  qua li ty ,  
and  becomes a section of it in q u an t i ty .
THE CHURCH SPEAKS from
ONE OF OUR PASTORS, R ev. Funagoshi, recen tly  declared: “The pre­
dom inan t reason the Church of th e N azarene is  so dear to  m y  h eart is  th a t 
the sp ir it of her beloved founder, D r. P . F. B resee, live s  in  th e  Japan  Church  
of the N azarene. H is passion for souls, rugged faith , tru s t in  God, an d  em ­
phasis on tw o  w orks of grace are  s till w ith  us.”
In m y  m usings the sta rtlin g  thought has arisen: W h at i f  th ere  had  
been no Church of th e N azarene? M y on ly  re p ly  is: “Then th e g rea t 
throng of precious souls saved  and sanctified throughout th e S u n rise  K in g ­
dom  during the past fo r ty  years or m ore m ight have perish ed  in  darkn ess  
and sin . The m en an d w om en  G od has ra ised  up from  am ong th is  com pan y  
to  evan gelize  th eir ow n  cou n trym en  w ou ld  u n dou b ted ly  have n ever  ex is ted .” 
B u t th ank God, the Church of th e N azarene is  a b lessed rea lity . G od  
is  w ith  us, souls are being saved, and G od’s  H oly S p ir it con tin u es to  w o rk  
in  our m id st. Y es, thank G od for the Church of th e N azarene.
Ross A. Kida, D istr ic t S ecreta ry , Japan  D is tr ic t
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#  GOD always has . . .
A U L  F L I N T  jo t ted  
dow n  his n ex t  S u n ­
day ’s s e r m o n  topic 
while  a t  his desk in  the 
newly erec ted  Shady- 
ville c h u r c h .  “T h e  
Last W o r d ”—for two 
years the top ic  h a d  ra t t le d  a ro u n d  in his head. 
T h a t  m o rn in g  R o g e r  Shaw re m in d e d  h im  of it 
again  w hile  sh ou t ing  above the ro a r  of his gaso­
line p u m p ,  “W e ’re b u i ld in g  a n o th e r  sta tion , R e v ­
e ren d  F lin t.  J u s t  go t  the  last w ord  o n  the  G lenda le  
p ro p e r ty .”
“T h e  last w o rd !” P a u l  F l in t  a n d  his Shadyville 
peop le  w o u ld  long  rem em ber .
T h e  te lep ho n e  in te r r u p te d  serm on m aking . 
R o g e r  Shaw ’s b ro the r ,  C olonel L ionel  Shaw, U.S. 
Army, back  f rom  a two-year h i tch  in Korea, was 
on  the  line. “Any chance  of look ing  th ro u g h  your  
new church , Reverend?  Now? Be r igh t  d o w n .”
Exactly  two years ago, Pau l  F lin t  rem em bered ,  
R o g e r  Shaw h a d  given h im  his darkes t  hour .  Even 
yet P a u l  cou ld  recall R o g e r ’s t r iu m p h a n t  voice 
saying, “T h e  owners gave m e the last w ord  on 
th a t  M ain  a n d  E lm  p roperty ,  R eve rend .  T h e y  
need  cash. T o o  bad  for you Shadyville peop le .” 
A n d  R oger  h a d  b ro k e n  the  news in  the Colonel 's  
presence. W h ile  R oger  talked, the C olonel sat, 
s ilen t  an d  g lowering.
H ow  P a u l  was te m p te d  to f ight back—a young 
fellow facing two G oliaths ,  the Shaw bro thers ,  an d  
never one sm ooth  s tone for defense! So heavily 
the  Shadyville peop le  h a d  co u n te d  on  tha t  p ro p e r ­
ty! B u t G od  h a d  kept  P a u l  calm. T h e  Colonel 
m u s t  have despised h im  for a coward. R oger  b u il t  
his gasoline s ta tion  on the  property ,  an d  G od  
h e lpe d  Shadyville’s m in is te r  to ignore  the  sugges­
t io n  never to buy a d ro p  of R o g e r ’s gasoline.
A n d  to Shadyville’s people  G od  h a d  given co u r­
age to say, “ B u ild  on a side street a n d  m ake the 
steeple tall. A n d  let the oil of the Spir i t  b u r n  
b r ig h t  in o u r  lamps, th a t  the w orld  may know  
Shadyville ch u rch .” T h a t  was why he h a d  to 
preach  on “T h e  Last W o rd .” I t  d i d n ’t belong to 
R o g e r  Shaw.
A sharp  knock. C olonel Shaw en tered . H e 
seemed less of a G o lia th  tha n  two years ago. W h ile
Shadyville’s pas to r  p ilo ted  the C olonel th rou g h  the 
new church , his keen gaze missed no th ing.
Back in the study again, the Colonel fingered 
his cap  uneasily, then  looked Pa id  F l in t  s tra igh t 
in  the eye. “ I h ea rd  my b ro th e r  tell you ab o u t  tha t  
property .  I w an ted  to see how it all came o u t .” 
“T h e  chu rch  b o u g h t  an o th e r  lot a n d  went 
ah ead .”
“ In  K orea i t ’s tha t  way—the chu rch  people  going 
on, b u i ld in g  a n d  rebu ild ing .  W a r  c a n ’t s top the m .” 
T h e  C olonel cleared his th roa t.  “ I read  ab o u t  
you in the hom e-tow n paper,  go ing  ahead, b u i ld ­
ing. R everend ,  the  day R oger to ld  you ab o u t  the 
lot, you d id n ’t fight back .”
So the Colonel despised h im  as a coward. “ I 
was tem p ted  to f ight back, Colonel.; then  I re ­
m em b ered  Jesus’ words, ‘Love y o u r  ne igh b o r .’ ” 
“You said ‘n e igh b o r .’ You cou ld  have said ‘ene­
m y.’ You Shadyville people  even buy  R o g e r’s 
gasoline. I w o u ld n ’t touch  a d ro p .”
“ I was tem pted ,  Colonel, u n t i l  I rem em bered  
the s trongest w eapon  is love.” T h e  m in is te r ’s eye 
caugh t his serm on topic. “Love will have the last 
w ord ,” he said.
“Shadyville doesn’t need  the  co rner  lot, R eve r­
end. A chu rch  steeple is ta l ler  tha n  a gasoline 
p u m p .” T h e  C o lone l’s voice softened. “Your wife 
makes a good  cake. I had  some at R o g e r’s. T h e re  
m us t  be love in tha t,  too .”
“ ‘T r y  loving,’ my wife always says.”
P a u l  lelt  the C o lo n e l’s eyes u p o n  h im  for a full 
m inu te .
“Young m an, I th in k  you can get m e o u t  of bed 
Sunday  m orn ing .  W h a t  tim e?”
“Eleven o ’clock, C o lonel.”
“See you th e n .”
Again  the m in is te r  tu rn e d  to serm on making. 
H is  page was b la nk  a n d  bare. All b u t  “T h e  Last 
W o rd .”
A STORY by  ALICE M. SPANGENBERG
Professor, Eastern Nazarene College 
Wollaston, Massachusetts
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MEETS LIFE’S DISAPPOINTMENTS
For in  the tim e of trouble he shall hide m e in  his pavilion: in  the secret of 
his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock  (Ps. 27:5).
\ C r -
ii tir -
/ T ^ r o m  the  cradle  to the grave life brings its d isap p o in tm en ts ,  heartaches ,  
sorrows, troubles, perplexities, m isunde rstand ings ,  cares, p rob lem s, an d  
bereavements. Failures a n d  f rus tra tions  are the lot of m an. B u t  in Chris t  
we can sing th a t  life is no t  a d is ap p o in tm en t ,  for “ H e  is all in all to m e .” H o w ­
ever, the m o n o ton y  of tr if ling  things, if n o t  the w eightie r  a n d  m ore  serious 
m atte rs  of life, bears dow n u p o n  us like a c ru sh ing  load. T h e r e  are em ergencies 
tha t  test o u r  faith, sha tte red  nerves to d is tu rb  us, fail ing  hea lth ,  enfo rced  in ­
activities, business failures, reverses of m any  sorts, b ro k en  plans, an d  o th e r  things. 
T h e  wicked are ab o u t  us to “eat u p ” o u r  “ flesh” like a w ild  beast of the jungle .
B u t  in the chu rch  we discover a n d  feel the  u p w a rd  pu ll  of G od ;  a n d  the 
secret of His presence, light for the way, s trength  for the life, courage in t imes of 
t roub le ,  an d  fa ith  like a tonic brace us for the s torm  a n d  tem pest  a n d  strain . 
“W h e n  my h ea r t  is overw helm ed: lead me to the rock th a t  is h igher  tha n  I ” 
(Ps. 61 :2 ) .
T h e  church  is like an a n ch o r  in t ime of s to rm  a n d  we exclaim , “T h e  b i t t e r ­
ness of dea th  is p as t .” I t  is G od 's  pav il ion  “ in the t im e of t ro u b le .” T h e  royal 
pav il ion  was erec ted  in the  very cen ter  of the army, an d  a ro u n d  it all the m ighty  
m en  kep t  g u a rd  at all hours. T h u s  the  d iv ine  sovereignty is po r trayed ,  a n d  the 
alm igh ty  pow er is revealed for o u r  defense, p ro tection , a n d  security f rom  all 
harm , danger,  enemies, a n d  wicked foes. As by a m ighty  b u lw ark  we are kept.
Do no t  be deceived Icy g l i t te r ing  formalities, ex te rn a l  religion , rubrics ,  a n d  
the chilly w in te r  of a dead  ecc lesiastic ism an d  p erfunc to ry  re ligious o rder,  b u t  
a t te n d  a chu rch  som ew here tha t  is sp iri tual,  an o in ted ,  Sp iri t-direc ted , an d  used 
of G od  in saving souls, b u i ld in g  saints, an d  p ro p ag a tin g  the  gospel of [esus 
Christ. Icicles c an n o t  w arm  your sp ir i tua l  na tu re .  N o r th  Pole religion  will 
freeze you to death .  B u t the  congenial, w arm  a tm o sp h ere  of a sp ir i tua l  ch u rch  
will meet the needs of your soul, lift your heavy burdens, m eet life's m any  d isap ­
po in tm en ts ,  “an d  he shall set me [you] u p  u p o n  a rock .” T h is  R ock  is firm, 
substan tia l ,  ab id ing , p e rm an en t ,  an d  eternal. T h e n  by a n d  by you will sing, 
“T h e r e ’s no  d is a p p o in tm e n t  in heaven .”
.  J) l< i  u h u w  U / i
Pastor, Goldendale, Washington
OUR REME TASK vtt w ith  te a ts  a sea tc li ^a t sou Is
T O D A Y  the C h u rc h  is in  a desperate  struggle 
against the  forces of unrigh teousness .  T h e  im ­
m orta l  souls of m en  are a t  stake. T h is  is the 
C h u rc h ’s greates t  cha llenge—h e r  suprem e  task.
Scientists call for a r e tu rn  to G od  to avoid  a tom ic  
destruc tion . P u b l ic  officials seek a re tu rn  to Chris t  
in o rder  to secure b e t te r  social conditions .  W o r ld  
statesmen u rge the  sp read  of C hris t ian i ty  to s top 
the insid ious sp read  of cruel a n d  ru thless  com ­
m unism . A revival of C hr is t ian i ty  w o u ld  do all 
this a n d  more. B u t  still these motives m ust  no t  
be p r im ary  w ith  the  soul w inner .
T h e  true  m otive  for sotd w in n in g  is really fo u r ­
fold: to glorify God. to obey the  co m m an d  of 
Christ, to save sotds from hell, a n d  to give expres­
sion to the C h r i s t ia n ’s n a tu ra l  love for sotds. C hris ­
t ianity  is p r im ari ly  a re lig ion  of evangelism, of 
soul w inn ing .  G od  sent H is  Son in to  the w orld  
to save souls; the  Son of G od  sough t ever to w in  
the lost: the H oly  Spir i t  came to convict sinners. 
And the C h ris t ian  is to join  the T r in i ty  in this 
search for souls. T h e  C h ris t ian  w ho  is no t  con­
cerned for souls is e i the r  ig n o ran t  of the com m ands 
of Chris t  or is openly  d isobedien t.  If the la t te r  be 
true, how  long can he re ta in  the  favor of God?
T h e  C h ris t ian  c an n o t  w ait  for sinners to seek 
him out. T h e  Bible says, “G o  ye.” T h e  Early  
C hurch  w en t  everywhere p reach in g  the gospel. As 
Jesus died for all the  lost of ear th ,  so the C hris t ian  
is responsible  to tell the  lost a b o u t  His dea th .  R ich  
and  poor, lea rned  an d  i l l i te ra te—n o ne  are to be 
overlooked. T h e i r  p ligh t  is desperate:  they m ust  
hear the good  news of salvation.
THE CHURCH SPEAKS from
B y  MARK R. MOORE
Superintendent, Chicago Central D istrict
H u m a n i ty  changes l itt le  from  age to age: p re ­
occupied, ind ifferen t,  b l in d ed  by sin, money-mad. 
B u t  the h e a r t  concern  an d  w arm  tears of an  earnest 
Chris t ian , he can n o t  resist. 
T e a rs  will w in  w hen  all else 
fails.
So this is G o d ’s m ethod . H e  
depends  on His witnesses to go 
to the ir  acquain tances  w ith  
love a n d  prayer. If  the C hris ­
t ian  fails, sad is the p ligh t  of 
the ones he failed to reach.
Sotds are won only by those 
who purpose  to do so. T h e
early C hris t ians  were devoted
to the ir  mission; they were a b ­
sorbed in the salvation of the ir  
fellow men. T h e  compassion of the  L o rd  dwelt 
w i th in  them. T h e i r  hearts  b u rn e d  for the w a n ­
derers a n d  vagabonds. T h e i r  en thus iasm  for the 
gospel swallowed them  up. W h e th e r  persecution, 
o r  wild beasts, or dens a n d  caves; they suffered it 
gladly tha t  they m igh t  spread the gospel to the lost 
of earth .
N ow  come back to us a n d  o u r  day. T h e  C hurch  
of the N azarene is in a Crusade for  Soul s—N o w !
Each m e m b e r  is to win lost souls to Christ. Each
m e m b er  is to heed  the call of the  living Lord, 
“G o ye.” A harvest of souls lies waiting; it will 
d e m a n d  earnest  h u m a n  effort plus d iv ine  aid. God 
is eager to he lp  us. Are we w ill ing  to co-operate 
w ith  H im  in  this “All O u t  for Souls”?
'HnuKui
The bea u ty  of the “P aradise of the Pacific” is  som ew hat d im m ed w h en  one 
sees the p ic tu re  of the appalling sp iritu a l need of her people. One hundred  
th irty-five  years ago m issionaries reached the Islands w ith  the good n ew s  
of salvation . T oday w ith  n early  a half-m illion people of all races, on ly  6 
p er  cen t are n om in ally  C hristian—less than 2 p er  cen t have been tru ly  
born again. D escendants of th e original m issionaries control the econom y  
of th e  Islands; th ey  have gone com m ercial in stead  of C hristian. O ne-third  
of the popu la tion  is  of Japanese ancestry, th e grea ter pa rt of w hich still 
em brace the B uddhist religion . A lm ost e ve ry  form  of idol w orsh ip  and  
heathenism  preva ils  in  H aw aii today, y e t H aw aii m ay soon become the  
forty-n in th  s ta r  on our great A m erican  flag . T oday the Church not on ly  
speaks  from H aw aii, bu t the Church is  also speaking  in H awaii, bringing  
the glorious m essage of sa lva tion  and sanctification to  m an y thousands who  
are actually in  heathen darkness, y e t liv in g  in  a  cou n try  th a t is, in  nam e at 
least, C hristian . J. Robert Jensen, Nazarene laym an
(C om m ercial M anager, KA1M -FM , Honolulu, H aw aii
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From a Gl:
My church  gives m e the key to m ean ing fu l  
living. H om e, college friends, p re p a ra t io n  for my 
career, a n d  my independence  were all gone asi I 
left the bus at Fort Devens A rm y R ecep tion  Center. 
A lone for the first t im e in my life, it was Chris t  
th ro u g h  the  inf luence of the chu rch  w ho held  me 
steady. T h e  bleak  possibilities of com bat  were 
b righ ten ed  by Christ, who prom ised  never to for­
sake me. N ow  tha t  l iberty  is given frequently ,  the 
church  has become my home. W herever  I ’m  sta­
tioned, there  are certa in  to be sp ir i tua l  insp ira t ion , 
hospitality , a n d  friends at the sign, “C h u rch  of the 
N azarene .’’
P r i v a t e  A r t h u r  S e a m a n s , 
Fort  Myer ,  Ar l ing ton ,  Va.
From a Rural Neighborhood:
Bethany Peniel  College a n d  the  o th e r  two are 
en ro l led  the re  now. My c h u rch  is inv a lu ab le  to 
me an d  my family.
E .  W . S n o w b a r g e r
From a Suburban Community:
I h a t e  a t te n d e d  the B righ tw aters  C h u rc h  of the 
N azarene  from  its beg inn ing .  I fo u n d  C hris t  in 
the study of B ro th e r  Bedell, its p resen t  pastor. His 
prayers, advice, anti fellowship have given me the 
s trength  to keep u p  the  s truggle  to be a C hris t ian .  
I th a n k  G od  for the  C hris t ian  m in isters  w ho  have 
he lped  in es tab lish ing  this work. It  is well on  the 
way to being  an  estab lished  ch u rch  a n d  I th a n k  
G od  for g iv ing m e the privilege of h e lp in g  in a 
small way. My wife anti two dau g h te rs  join  me 
in p ray ing  for the  c o n t in u e d  success of the  B r ig h t ­
waters C h u rch  of the N azarene.
S y d n e y  U .  S u l l i v a n , Bay Shore,  N .Y .
From a Big City:
As a char te r  m e m b er  of the P leasan t  H ill  C hurch  
of the Nazarene, nea r  Sylvia, Kansas, I have grow n 
u p  u n d e r  the inf luence  of this soul-saving s tation. 
My chu rch  has em phasized  the doctr ines  of re ­
genera t ion , sanctification, anti g row th  in grace; 
it has m a de  available  to its young  people a C hris ­
t ian  educa tion . 'While a s tu d en t  in Bresee College, 
H u tc h in son ,  Kansas, I met the young  lady who 
later became my wife. T o g e th e r  we have served 
the  L o rd  in this chu rch  anti co m m u n ity  for thirty- 
five years. T w o  of o u r  ch i ld ren  are g raduates  of
THE CHURCH SPEAKS from
Tt> me, the chu rch  is the l igh thouse  w hich  directs 
m e th ro u g h  seen anti unseen  dangers  an ti  brings 
me in to  closer fe llowship w ith  my L ord .  T h e  
m in istry  of the ch u rch  also helps  m e to u n d e r ­
s tand  G od 's  will for my life. T h e  good  in f luence 
of the ch u rch  services s treng thens  my d e te rm in a ­
tion  to tlo business for G od 's  glory. T h u s  m o n e ­
tary success is m a de  secondary  anti the G o ld en  R u le  
anti the s tandards  of the C h u rc h  of the N azarene  
are  p laced  first.
}. C. W o o t o n , Cali fornia
Alaska
The S p irit of God, through the Church of the N azarene, has sw ep t across 
our nation u n til now w e see His wondrous w orks on A m erica ’s last fron tier. 
From the tim e w hen  Dr. and M rs. R. G. F itz began to p ioneer the w o rk  in  
A laska u n til today, G od has so blessed that w e  are at presen t a fu lly  or- 
r5iiW* y anized d istric t w ith  seven  churches. O ur people are u n ited  and are g ivin g  I their tim e and m eans u n stin tin gly. The pro perty  of the Church of the  
Nazarene in  A laska is valued at $223,500.00, w ith  on ly $34,200.00 in d eb ted ­
ness. O ur vision  for the church here is expressed in  one w ord, progress. 
There is  no tim e for re trea t in  G od’s kingdom  in  this north land. W e can  
visualize m ore and m ore churches being erected in  w hich m an y people w ill 
be saved and sanctified. A laskan  N azarenes lead the church in  per capita  
givin g w ith  an average of $350.00 per m em ber. G od has blessed us rich ly, 
so how can w e  do less than g ive  H im  our best? The Church of the N azarene  
is in  A laska to stay! Harry Reimer, W ire C hief
Telephone D epartm ent, Fairbanks
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From a Small City:
First, the  ch u rch  provides sp ir i tu a l  foods so es­
sential to effective living. T o da y ,  the cr i te r ia  of 
success are superficia l. T h e r e  is m uch  hectic l iv ing 
w ithou t  a scru tiny  of las ting  values. T h e  chu rch  
helps m e in  life by supp ly in g  sp ir i tua l  n u tr i t io n .  
Second, the  ch u rch  provides  an  o p p o r tu n i ty  for 
C hris tian  fellowship. T h e  greatest  com fort, a n d  
tha t  which  gives me the h ighest  satisfaction, is the 
fellowship of g e n u in e  C hris t ian  friends. Finally, 
the church , to me, is an  organized  body  of devoted, 
conscientious, a n d  consecrated  ind iv idua ls  d ed i­
cated to the task of sp read ing  the C h ris t ian  vir tues 
th rou g h o u t  the world.
E. C. H a l l , E d m o n d ,  Ok l a ho m a
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on the 
air w aves
“Showers of Blessing” is com ­
p le tin g  its ten th  year of u n in ­
te rru p ted  a ir m in istry , b eg in ­
n in g  on Ju n e  17, 1945, over 37 
stations. O u r English p rogram  
is now being a ired  on 300 s ta­
tions, 43 of which are  outside 
th e  U nited  States.
For years we have had favor 
w ith  th e  rad io  in d ustry , and  a t 
th e  p resen t tim e 193 stations are 
carry ing  “Showers of Blessing” 
free.
In  ad d itio n  to  th e  reg u la r 
rad io  broadcasts, we provide 
tran scrip tion s for a n u m b er of 
veterans’ hospitals, o v e r s e a s  
services, and  special services con­
duc ted  by chaplains. In  some 
rem ote places overseas, o u r rec­
ords are used for street services, 
shu t-ins, and  in terested  groups.
Many new spapers, magazines, 
m inisters, and  teachers have 
taken  u p  o u r gospel messages 
an d  passed them  on to larger 
audiences. T h u s  th e  rad io  work 
branches o u t day by day in to  
new  avenues of useful service.
A little  m ore th an  a year ago 
we began a irin g  a Spanish la n ­
guage program . W e are now 
broadcasting  th a t message in 9 
countries and  on 18 stations.
O u r m issionaries an d  native 
w orkers give h igh praise to  this 
new service. It brings th e  m es­
sage of th e  church  in th e  la n ­
guage of th e  persons we are 
seeking to reach and  thereby 
makes it easier for th e  m ission­
ary to ex tend  his work for the 
church .
“Showers of Blessing”—the 
rad io  voice of th e  C hurch  of 
th e  N azarene—is literallv  being 
heard  aro u n d  th e  w orld for 
m en ’s good and  G od’s glory.
“To be identified w ith the visib le Church is the 
blessed privilege and sacred duty of all who are saved  from their sins, and are seeking completeness in  
Christ Jesus.”
THE CHURCH SPEAKS from A\!Ff«HCA\
W AS LOST in  terrib le  darkness. The Church o f the N azarene cam e  
and preached that I m u st leave m y  sin s an d repen t. I o b eyed  th e w ords  
of the m issionary and w as saved  b y  the pow er of Christ. L a ter, I saw  th a t 
I  needed to  be sanctified, and tru ly , as 1 w a lk ed  in  the ligh t I w a s filled  
w ith  the H oly S pirit. G od called m e to  preach through the Church of th e  
N azarene and gave m e a  place to  proclaim  the gospel of Jesus C hrist. In  
the church I found m y  tv ife  tw en ty-eigh t years ago. H ospita ls have been  
provided  b y  the church w h ere m y  w ife  and ch ildren  can be cared fo r w h en " 
sick. A n d  even  the little  learn ing I have, I rece ived  through the m e rc y i 
of the church. These are a few  of the m an y th ings the church has don e I 
for m e and m y people. So, for m y  people and m yself I thank G od fo r  theI 
Church of the N azarene w ith  all m y  heart. I am  th e p ro p er ty  of th e church [ 
— i t  is m y  church! Rev. Phineas D lam ini, N ative  W orker
Becom e acquainted w ith  our  COMPLETE line of religious 
books, m erchandise, and music. Send for one or m ore of our 
latest catalogs—FREE upon request:
•  Religious Books and Supplies
•  Supplies for Your Sunday School
•  Helps for Your Vacation Bible School
•  Catalog of Sacred Music
NAZARENE PUBLISHING HOUSE
2923 Troost Ave., Box 527, Kansas City 41, M issouri
Washington at B^esee 1592 Bloor S t ., W.
Pasadena 7, California Toronto 9, Ontario
ChapBy man
A re you fam ilia r w ith  w ha t th e  C hurch  
of th e  N azarene believes?
H ere is a little  book by a p io neer leader 
and  general su p erin ten d en t co n ta in in g  the 
C reed and  A rticles of F aith  of th e  church , 
and  ten chapters d ealing  w ith  "w h at we 
believe and  why."
T h e  last ch ap te r should  be of p a rtic u la rONLY 25c in te rest to  all w ith  its u p -to -da te  in fo rm a-
tion  and  statistics on th e  grow tli and  o u t­
reach o f th e  church .
64 pages,
a ttractive paper cover
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am your
f  I  A M  Y O U R  C H U R C H .  I s tand  beside the street 
w ith  arm s wide open  to welcome you. A long  your  earth ly  
p ilg r im age  I wish to serve y ou—body, m ind ,  a n d  soul.
I  A M  Y O U R  B E A C O N .  Fa r  too m any  of the lights you 
see are b l in k in g  f rom  the  da rk  alleys of in iqu ity ;  I beckon 
you to the boulevards  of holiness.
T h e r e  are, oh, so m any  paths! T h e y  divide at each corner, 
a n d  each c o rn e r  d em a nd s  a fresh sense of m ora l  d irect ion . At each tu rn  in the
ro ad  soft voices p lead  for loyalty. T h is  s inful w orld  is a maze an d  we are p il ­
grim s to the  city of God. W e c an n o t  ask for fewer roads, only for b e t te r  d irection. 
I am  y o u r  chu rch ,  y o u r  beacon  at the  crossroads of life.
Years ago a w ind s to rm  destroyed a ch u rch  on the coast of E ngland .  T h e  
m e m b e rsh ip  was small a n d  too p o o r  to rebu ild .  O ne  day a represen ta t ive  of 
the B rit ish  A d m ira l ty  called. W h e n  to ld  tha t  they d id  not p la n  to rebu i ld  the 
c h u rch  he said, “W ell ,  if you do no t reb u i ld  th a t  church , we will. T h a t  spire 
is on  all o u r  charts  a n d  maps. It  is one of the lan dm ark s  by which the ships of 
the seven seas steer th e ir  courses.”
I am  y o u r  church . I am a beacon  a long  the rugged  coast l ine of life, g iv ing
d irec t ion  for your  soul.
I  G I V E  Y O U  A L T I T U D E .  D id  I h e a r  you say tha t  the re  were five steps 
u p  to the  church? No, no, co u n t  again: there are m ore  than  five steps. I have 
taken  you thousands  of feet above the street, above the d in  of scream ing sirens, 
above the be lch ing  smokestacks, above the lu r id  b i l lb oa rd s—far above a n d  away 
from  them  all. I offer you a l t i tude .  A few hours  ago you cringed  from the 
raucous  call of the rad io  commercials; now  you heat the se raph im  crying, “ Holy, 
holy, holy, is the L o rd  of hosts.” 'Lite w hispered  voice of the Holy  Spiri t  can 
now  be p la in ly  heard . T h e  te m p te r  s ta lked your  footsteps yesterday; now he 
has vanished . A l t i tu d e  really helps.
A n  a v ia to r  h a d  just taken  oil from  an Easte rn  a irpo rt  when he hea rd
the  te rro riz ing  sound  of a ra t  gnaw ing  somewhere in the cargo. If it ever s ta rted
chew ing  on the  fabric  of the p lane , there w ou ld  be disaster. Q uickly  he nosed 
his p lane  up . A t the top  of the  c lim b the g n aw ing  ceased: the ra t  was dead.
I am  y o u r  church ;  I offer you a l t i tude .  C om e u p  where hope  is b o rn  a n d
te m p ta t io n s  die.
I  A M  Y O U R  G O A D .  I know  you have a goal in life, dream s an d  secret 
p lans tha t  ca n n o t  be shared . Yes, I know  you have a goal; bu t  rem em b er  tha t  
each goal requ ires  a goad. 1 he lp  you m ake progress tow ard  your goal.
N o t  only do  I p o in t  o u t  the p a th :  I p ro d  you a long  for fear your  journey 
may no t  be com ple ted  before the  sun sets. T h e r e  lies y o u r  row; it m ust be hoed  
before  n igh t.  T h e r e  is y o u r  harvest field a n d  the re  are  stalks tha t  m us t  be g leaned  
before the even ing  shadows leng then . You have a task, an d  the day is fast 
passing tow ard  its twilight. T h e  last page of the book  of life m us t  be done 
before you lay it aside. K eep at it a n d  I will help  you, for I am  y o u r  goad.
By Norman R. Oke
Director of Christian Service Training
See vou in chu rch  nex t  Sunday!
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